Magnetic Island, Queensland:

 Shipwreck Trails and Diver Education

 The goal of this project is to create a video documentary of important shipwrecks on Magnetic Island, a veritable shipwreck graveyard just off the coast of Townsville in North Queensland. The video will show highlights of many of the wrecks around the island, focusing on lesser known dive sites which may be of interest to the SCUBA diving public. The aim of the video is to educate divers about the previously established shipwreck trail on the island, while at the same time providing valuable information on dive locations, conditions, accessibility, proper diving ethics and safety, and important historical features of the various wrecks. 


This video would be an excellent source of information which could be aired at the Sunferry terminal to educate divers new to the area about possible dive sites, saving them the time and energy of researching these sites on their own. The documentary could also be aired primarily as a public education video at the nearby Townsville Maritime Museum or Museum of Tropical Queensland, assisting the museums in educating patrons to the advantages of underwater cultural heritage protection. All of the work done for the project will be non-invasive and will seek to minimize environmental impact in accordance with PADI AWARE guidelines. Furthermore, the information gained from this project may assist in the protection of these dive sites for future generations of divers. 

To accomplish these goals, a JVC GR DZ7 mini digital video camera with an Ikelite underwater housing and a Konica Minolta DiMage X50 digital camera with housing will be utilized over the course of three months to document each wreck around the island. Multiple dives on SCUBA will be necessary to properly document the conditions and highlights of each dive. This video will be spliced into terrestrial video of access routes, historical information on the wrecks, information on how to dive these sites without disturbing them, and interviews with maritime archaeologists and museum employees in the area regarding the wrecks and their importance. 

 
Magnetic Island is rich with submerged biodiversity and cultural history. Magnetic Island is also, aside from the Great Barrier Reef, the most visited national park in North Queensland. For this reason, ‘Maggie’ has been declared a protected area and most of the island is protected from overuse and development. This project will verify the need for this sort of protection. 


While people visit the island for many reasons, a primary source of tourism income for the island is SCUBA tourism. This small island is home to over twenty shipwrecks as well as a small number of submerged aboriginal heritage sites. While the aboriginal history of the island is severely underrepresented, a shipwreck trail has been established by the Queensland government to attract SCUBA divers. 

While the government has established the wreck trail, it is poorly represented and not properly promoted. Most divers show up at the island expecting to dive the SS Moltke, a wreck which was scuttled in 3 meters of water very near a dangerous car ferry terminal, and is by far, the best known of the wrecks. This is unfortunate, as there are a host of other wrecks which are rarely toured such as the Platypus, a magnificent wreck located in a shallow, clear bay, just a short bus ride from the ferry terminal.
The project will take about 3 months to complete, diving each Saturday and Sunday for eight consecutive weekends on the island shooting video. At 2 dives per day, dependent on conditions, it is presumed that most of the wrecks on the trail could be documented in 16 dives. After the footage is complete, one month’s time will be allotted to edit the footage into its final form. The project will begin as soon immediately upon approval for funding. 
PADI AWARE micro grant funding is sought in order to bring this project to fruition. While it is recognized that this grant can not cover the cost of accommodation on the island or transportation to the island via the ferry, there are a number of other costs associated with the project which can not be achieved without the help of PADI. The table below includes all costs associated with the project, regardless of their eligibility for PADI funding. This was done so that the overall scope of the project is clear to all involved. 

Funding is not being sought from any source other than PADI AWARE.
	Expense
	Details
	Cost

	Ferry Tickets
	Sunferry tickets from Townsville
	8 Trips x $23.00* = $184.00

	Car Hire
	Suzuki Sierra 4WD (necessary to reach some dive sites)
	16 days x $68.00 = $1088.00**

	Accommodation
	Cheapest Available at Arkies Hostel
	8 nights x $15 per night = $120***

	Food
	Estimated food costs
	$20 per day x 16 days = $320

	SCUBA Expenses 1
	Air Fills
	Air fills: 6 dollars per fill x 16 fills = $96.00

	SCUBA Expenses 2
	Equipment repairs, tank and weight hire
	$12 per day x 16 days = $192

	Production Costs
	Costs of tapes, batteries and permits to film
	$100 - $300

	Interviews
	Interviews with museum employees and maritime archaeologists
	4 Interviews for 1 hour x $50 per hour = $400

	Total
	Total budget for project
	$2700.00


*Costs obtained from www.sunferries.com.au 

**Costs obtained from http://www.magvac.com.au/holmoke.html 

***Costs obtained from http://www.arkiesonmagnetic.com/site/rates  

This project is an important piece of work, and will aid in the protection of the underwater cultural heritage of Australia in accordance with guidelines laid out by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service. At the same time, the documenting of these sites will help to protect the artificial reefs around the island that have become home to a delicate underwater ecosystem. 


This project can not take place without assistance from PADI, and satisfies the criteria laid out by the Project AWARE Foundation to benefit education, research and conservation.  
