A ‘post-processual appreciation of maritime archaeology will render it ‘messy’, raising more questions than answers, provoking dispute, pushing the imagination, requiring an acknowledgement of multiple ways to perceive evidence within more than one possible conclusion. 
(Flatman 2003: 144)

Native Americans are reasserting their cultural identities through the application of digital media and the World Wide Web (WWW). This allows for interaction, not just description, between the Native raconteur, and the public participant. But there is another facet to digital media which has been, up to this point, relatively unexplored. This is the ability to record visual and aural experience which is only available to a select group of individuals, and then disseminate this information to the public for personal interpretation and inner reflection.

Archaeology underwater is the perfect medium to explore this new vantage point. All over the United States, historic and prehistoric communities lay inundated behind great public works projects of the 1930’s and beyond. Many of these sites are today unknown to the public, who may hold a deeper inner connection to the submerged landscapes of North America that could be triggered by revealing the visual memory of these places. 

In other scenarios on continent, indigenous and non-indigenous people were forcibly removed from their land to make way for the constructions of modernity. With their cultural heritage and material history now underwater, many would look favorably upon the revelation of these landscapes. In Native contexts, the implications for burial repatriation of inundated remains by professional underwater archaeologists, excavation which could be observed and controlled by the Native community via audio and video feed over the Web, are staggering.

The time has come to begin peeling back the stratigraphy of our inundated heritage. Too long has this knowledge been locked in the lakes, reservoirs and oceans of the world, accessible only to salvors and old archaeologists with eager dredges. Let us move in to a new realm of public archaeology, where the people may re-associate themselves with the heritage they may never see first hand.
